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PIERCE COUNTY COUNCIL HONORS TRIBE
County Council votes to display Puyallup Tribal flag in chambers.
Page 33

WELLNESS 
POWWOW
Back for second 
consecutive year 
following three-
year hiatus.
Pages 34 and 35

CLEANUP ON 
COMMENCEMENT 
BAY
Toxic pilings removed at 
Dickman Lumber Mill site.
Page 29

HELPING THE 
HOMELESS
Tribal community 
lends a hand to 
those in need.
Page 25
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Issue No. 420 Serving the Puyallup Tribe of Indians January 2025

TACOMA TIDEFLATS STEERING COMMITTEE MAKES DECISION THAT WILL BENEFIT TRIBE’S FUTURE. Pages 2 and 3. 

GIVING HOPE GALA RAISES 
$676,000. Pages 26, 27 and 28.
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TRIBAL COUNCIL

Puyallup Tribal Council Offices 

Main Contact Number: 253-573-7828 | Email: CouncilOffices@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov

Bill Sterud 
Chairman

Sylvia Miller
Vice Chairwoman

Annette Bryan

James Rideout Anna Bean Monica Miller Fred Dillon

Unanimous decision 
on tideflats to benefit 
Tribe’s future
By Shaun Scott, Puyallup Tribal News

When it was all over, Puyallup Tribal 
Councilwoman Annette Bryan made 
her way around the table handing out 
Indigenous beads to the entire City of 
Tacoma Tideflats Steering Committee 
members, commemorating an 
achievement seven years in the making. 

The committee, which consists of two 
representatives from the Puyallup 
Tribe, City of Tacoma, Pierce County, 
City of Fife and the Port of Tacoma, 
unanimously voted 10-0 to approve a 
Draft Tideflats Subarea Plan and Letter 
of Recommendation to the Tacoma City 
Council and Planning Commission for 
consideration on Dec. 5 at the Fabulich 
Center in Fife.  

Here is an excerpt of Puyallup Tribal 
Council Chairman Bill Sterud and 
Councilwoman Annette Bryan’s remarks.

Chairman Bill Sterud 
“We did something really good here. This 
kind of reminds me of the land claims 
settlement (1990). … I have been through 
this and in that time, I begin to see you 
people as humans, to see you people as 
working together, to see you people as 
having a real heart and care about the 
community and care about the future. 
… Hopefully we have built a nice strong 
foundation because there are generations 
after us and they’re going to be here and 

be part of us growing here. They are going 
to need the clean air, the clean water. I 
actually felt like that was a priority around 
this table. … I just wanted to say thank you. 
Thank you for working with us. Thank you 
for being, people. … The land settlement is 
an important component. This wouldn’t 
had happened without the consultation 
portion where all the governments get to 
talk about what they are doing. That wasn’t 
there before. There was no table before, 
but if there was, we wouldn’t had been 
invited to sit down. That’s then, this is now.” 

Councilwoman Annette Bryan
“I remember being in those first rooms 
and how everyone was kind of positioning, 
and now we are to a place where we can 
sit and really be with each other in our 
truth, in our transparency and our honesty. 
I really appreciate that. I appreciate the 
environmental groups who have been 
with us all along the way before, during 
and after, for holding us accountable as 
governments to do the right thing for the 

people that live in the communities that 
we serve. I want to thank the industries, 
too, for showing up and teaching us and 
listening to us and wanting to do the 
right thing, to do things better than they 
have been done in the past. … I’m a little 
teary eyed too, because I never thought 
that I would see a day where you’re 
acknowledging the Puyallup Tribe and our 
treaty rights. … The fact that we are here, 
our ancestors are proud because we won’t 
give up, we never give up and we continue 
to pound the tables and now we are at the 
table. I really appreciate that.”

All 10 members of the steering 
committee including Chairman Sterud, 
Councilwoman Bryan, Victoria Woodards 
(City of Tacoma Mayor), Kristina Walker 
(City of Tacoma Councilmember), Deanna 
Keller (Port of Tacoma Commissioner), Dick 
Marzano (Port of Tacoma Commissioner),  
Bruce Dammeier (County Executive, 
Pierce County), Ryan Mello (Council Chair, 
Pierce County), Kim Roscoe (City of Fife 
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Mayor) and Bryan Yambe (City of Fife 
Councilmember) posed for a quick photo 
together following the historic vote. 

Chairman Sterud, Councilwoman Bryan and 
Councilwoman Anna Bean were the Tribe’s 
representatives on the committee. The City 
of Tacoma Tideflats Steering Committee met 
more than 20 times since 2017 to discuss 
planning and land use for the tideflats in 
the surrounding area including the Puyallup 
River and parts of the port. 

Sterud said clean water, clean air, fish and 
economic development is what mattered 
to the Tribe throughout the process. 

“That’s the world,” Sterud said of the four 
topics he referenced in his prior sentence. 

Puyallup Tribe Planning and Land Use 
Director Andrew Strobel said each entity 
began with different goals and objectives, 
but was proud the group came to one 
unanimous decision through compromise 
and hard work. 

“There were a lot of conflicting interests 
and not everybody got what they wanted 
out of this, but as a staffer working for 
the Tribe, I can really confidently say that 
future generations are going to benefit 
from this plan of the Tribe where fish (and) 
the Tribe’s cultural treaty rights are going 
to be better preserved in this environment 
than what we have right now,” Strobel 
said. “Coming up with a vision that 
recognizes the sovereignty of the Tribe, its 
ancestral rights to these lands and also the 
Tribe’s initiatives to want to do economic 
development, and continue to prosper and 
provide benefit for its people and us being 
part of that shared vision with all of these 
partners here is great.”

The unanimous 10-0 vote is something that 
will stick with Strobel for the long haul. 

“I used to joke that if you started this 
process and you had a kid, they could read 
the plan now,” Strobel said with a smile. 
“There is not a lot of things in the world 
where a planning process lasts seven years. 
To bring this over the finish line is one of 
the biggest accomplishments I think for 
the Tribe to make sure that its voice is 
heard here in the greater region and the 
community here.” 

The future preservation of the 
environment is something the Tribe is 
ecstatic about. The Tacoma Tideflats was 
decimated by air and water pollution over 
the past century. The WestRock Paper Mill, 
which was located in the area for nearly 
100 years, closed in September 2023. The 

Asarco Smelter Smokestack loomed large 
on the Tacoma waterfront for decades and 
was finally demolished in January 1993. 
Those types of facilities will never be seen 
on the Tacoma Tideflats ever again. Strobel 
said other uses banned with this Subarea 
plan include animal rendering plants, pulp 
and papermills, surface mines and tire 
related manufacturing and processing. 

“One of most important things that we 
(steering committee) had is we banned 
any future pulp and paper mills to ever 
happen in the Tacoma Tideflats. A lot of 
people ask, ‘Why did it take seven years 
and was seven years worth it?’” Strobel 
said. “I would probably tell you if WestRock 
didn’t go out of business during this 
time, we probably wouldn’t be able to 
have banned pulp and paper mills. To 
stop that type of use that puts a lot of 
harmful contaminants in the air, their 
pulp would get into the water right at the 
mouth of the Puyallup River. This caused 
a lot of problems for the Tribe. In relation 
to smelters like Asarco, we have also 
banned those types of uses, those heavy 
metal, toxic metal types of facilities from 
happening in the tideflats ever again. We 

TRIBAL COUNCIL

are walking away from a lot of that toxic 
legacy. This plan is moving us toward a 
more environmental future.” 

While those types of unfriendly 
environmental businesses are in the rearview 
mirror forever, other types of businesses will 
flourish and ascend in the coming decades. 

“It is still industrial. The Tribe is going to 
be able to profit off what it uses for its 
lands here for its port operations. We’ve 
built things like warehouses and things 
that are connected to logistics,” Strobel 
said. “These are the types of uses that 
don’t put a smokestack in the air or 
discharge lots of bad stormwater into 
lakes, streams, Commencement Bay and 
Salish Sea that hurts fish, shellfish and all 
of the creatures out there.” 

The future of the Tacoma Tideflats will pale 
in comparison to the days of yesteryear. 

“This is a plan that is respectful of nature and 
the Tribal Members that live here and eat 
those fish, eat those shellfish,” Strobel said.  

Photos by Shaun Scott
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Share your positive news!
Not everything goes our way – but a lot does. 

What’s going on in the Tribe that makes you proud? Who inspires you? What keeps you going?

To share your positive news or good thoughts, email the Puyallup Tribal News at 
News@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov with the subject line "Positive news/good thoughts" 

and we'll publish them every month.

THANKFUL FOR EVERY DAY OF MY LIFE
The CREATOR made each and every one of us different and unique for a 
reason. If we all thought alike, talked alike, looked alike, then every day 

would be exactly the same for all of us. There would be NO surprises in life, 
NO definition for the word ‘different,’ NO need to talk to any one because 

we would all be thinking the same thing.

SO, THANK THE CREATOR FOR THE AMAZING MINDS EACH 
AND EVERY ONE OF US HAVE FOR THAT IS WHAT MAKES A 

DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD TODAY AND EVERY DAY.

THANK THE CREATOR FOR THE SURPRISES WE ENDURE DURING 
OUR LIVES (GOOD OR BAD) FOR THAT IS WHAT MAKES EVERY 

DAY DIFFERENT.

THANK THE CREATOR FOR NOT MAKING US ALL TALK, THINK 
AND LOOK THE SAME FOR WE WOULD NOT KNOW IF IT WAS AN 
INTELLIGENT CONVERSATION OR NOT BECAUSE WE WOULD BE 

TALKING TO OURSELVES.

THANK THE CREATOR MOST OF ALL FOR LIFE FOR WITHOUT IT 
THERE WOULD BE NO WORLD.

THERE IS GOOD AND BAD IN EVERYTHING FOR A REASON, SO 
TRY AND LOOK AT THE GOOD IN EVERYTHING OR THE BAD WILL 

TAKE OVER.

(WITH MUCH LOVE FOR THIS LIFE AND WORLD)
– Vice Chairwoman Sylvia Miller
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ACTIVITIES AND UPCOMING EVENTS

PUYALLUP TRIBAL VETERANS

FIND US ON FACEBOOK UNDER PUYALLUP TRIBAL VETERANS

Tribal Veterans 
upcoming events 
By Michael Sisson,

Puyallup Tribal Veterans Representative

The Puyallup Tribal Veterans Committee 
is in the process of collecting names 
for a lottery/drawing to attend the 80th 
Anniversary of the Iwo Jima Flag Raising 
Commemoration Parade on Feb. 23, 2025. 
This event is held in Sacaton, Arizona; it 
honors Ira Hayes, a World War II United 
States Marine that participated in the 
raising of the American flag over Iwo Jima 
after the Americans took the hill back 
from the Japanese during World War II. 
This is an annual parade that Puyallup 
Tribal Council has allowed Puyallup Tribal 
Veterans to attend for more than a decade 
now. It is great to be recognized as a 
regular attendee at the parade by local 
veterans and others who have attended 
the parade before. The Tribal Veterans 
Committee would like to offer attendance 
to other Puyallup Tribal Veterans who have 
not had the opportunity to attend this 
event in the past.

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THERE WILL 
BE A VAN AVAILABLE FOR VETERANS TO 
RIDE IN THAT CANNOT CARRY A FLAG 
WITH THE COLOR GUARD! Should you 
wish to participate with the Puyallup Tribal 
Color Guard in this event, please submit 
your request in writing no later than Dec. 
30, 2024, to our Puyallup Tribal Veterans 
Representative, Michael Sisson, at TVR@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov.

The Puyallup Tribal Veterans Committee 
is in the process of collecting names 
for a lottery/drawing to attend the 36th 
Annual Veterans of the Menominee 
Nation "Gathering of Warriors" Powwow, 
which is held on the Menominee Indian 
Reservation at the Woodland Bowl in 
Keshena, Wisconsin, on May 16 and 17, 
2025. This will be the 12th year the Puyallup 
Tribal Council has allowed Puyallup Tribal 
Veterans to attend this annual event. The 
Tribal Veterans Committee would like to 
offer attendance to all other Puyallup Tribal 
Veterans who have not had the opportunity 
to attend this event in the past.

The Puyallup Tribe has a strong connection 
to our Tribal Veteran brothers of the 
People of the "Wild Rice", the Menominee 
Nation, from December 2011 when the 
J.M. Martinac Shipbuilding Company of 
Tacoma launched a Navy Tug, the YT-
807 "Menominee". Menominee Nation 
veterans came to Tacoma for the launch. 
The "Menominee" was deployed to Japan 
to work with her sister tug, the YT-806 
"Puyallup", which was launched and 
deployed to Japan earlier in 2011. The 
Menominee Tribal Veterans returned to 
visit and present their Eagle Staff and 
Colors for our annual Labor Day Powwow 
in September 2012, 2016, 2023 and 2024.

Should you be interested in assisting 
with the "Raising of the Family Flags," 
the "Veteran's Snake Dance" and in 
carrying the colors for Grand Entry, 
as well as participating in the other 
Powwow festivities, please submit your 
request in writing no later than March 

30, 2025, to our Puyallup Tribal Veterans 
Representative, Michael Sisson, at TVR@
PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov.

The uniform for these events will be black 
trousers, black shoes, long sleeve white 
shirt, our tan Tribal Veterans ball cap and 
the Pendleton Grateful Nation Vest that we 
wear to all Tribal Veteran events (below).

Do you still have your Pendleton Grateful 
Nation Vest?

Please be aware that Tribal Council has 
approved the stipend for Tribal Veterans 
doing Color Guard duties. Virtually all Color 
Guard activities are posted in this paper. If 
you have black pants, a long sleeve white 
shirt, black shoes and your Pendleton 
Grateful Nation’s vest, you would be in 
proper uniform for Color Guard activities.

If you are interested in participating in 
Color Guard activities and receiving a 
stipend for doing so, please contact the 
Puyallup Tribal Veterans Representative at 
TVR@PuyallupTribe–nsn.gov or you can call 
Michael Sisson at 253-686-8484.
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CULTURE
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CULTURE
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CULTURE
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November Elders Luncheon 
By Shaun Scott, Puyallup Tribal News

Pure jubilation was on display during the 
monthly Elders Luncheon on Nov. 22. 

A memorable feast consisting of a wide 
array of different meal options including 
mouthwatering salmon was provided by 
the House of Respect staff members.

Chief Leschi Schools students provided 
entertainment, showing off their astute 
skills with a memorable drum and dance 
performance, which inspired the packed 
room of Elders while they ate.

Not only did Elders receive a slice of 
pumpkin pie for dessert, but House of 
Respect staff made sure each Elder also 
left with a whole pumpkin pie, fitting for 
the holiday season.

The luncheon concluded with Puyallup 
Tribal Council Chairman Bill Sterud 
and Tribal Council Members Annette 
Bryan, James Rideout, Monica Miller 
and Fred Dillon doling out cash prizes 
to attendees during the raffle as they 
f inished up their meals.

Photos by Shaun Scott

ELDERS

COMMUNITY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVOCACY PROGRAM
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YOUR STORIES

Happy 38th Anniversary to 
my dear husband, William. 

– Eugena
“And I choose you; in a hundred lifetimes, 

in a hundred worlds, in any version of 
reality, I ’d find you and I ’d choose you.”

– Kiersten White, The Chaos of Stars
(Photo taken by Joe Caro)

Happy January birthdays to 
Brandi, Mirabelle and Spencer Douglas 

Love from William & Eugena Douglas
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Help us fill these pages with your stories and good news
• BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

• OBITUARY

• FAMILY REUNION PHOTO 

This section is for Puyallup Tribal 
Members to share news, in their own 
words and photos. 

Birthday greetings, classified “for 
sale” ads and staff shout-outs are 
encouraged, too. 

haʔɫ kʷ(i) adsəslabcəbut. 

Watch over yourselves well.

EMAIL YOUR STORIES TO NEWS@PUYALLUPTRIBE-NSN.GOV. 

YOUR STORIES

NETS FOR SALE
New monofilament 
nets for sale. Various 
sizes and depths are 
available.   

Contact Jim Siddle 
at 253-777-6385

Do you have an education success story thanks to the Higher Education Department 
at the Puyallup Tribe? We want to highlight your accomplishments! Send your story 

to news@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov.

With great joy and gratitude, we announce the birth of our precious Aubrey Michelle
Sasticum, born on Nov. 13, 2024, weighing 8 pounds, 2 ounces.

Aubrey is welcomed with open arms and hearts by parents, Jordan and Hayley Sasticum, and 
older brother, Shea. Though her beloved grandmother, Michelle Sasticum, has passed, her 

spirit remains with us. We feel her love and presence as we embrace the gift of new life.

We share this new chapter with our extended family and the entire community who surround 
us with support, love and wisdom. Welcome to the world, our sweet Aubrey Sasticum!

Aubrey Michelle Sasticum
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REENTRY SERVICESREENTRY SERVICES
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COMMUNITY FAMILY SERVICES AND REENTRY PROGRAM
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SET ASIDE HOUSING PROGRAM
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tribally Funded Housing Programs
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CHILDREN OF THE RIVER ADVOCACY CENTER

The Children of the River Child Advocacy 
Center welcomes everyone into the 
new year; it is 2025! Time is flying by and 
we appreciate the support from the 
community, and want to raise awareness 
about child abuse and neglect. January 
is National Human Trafficking Prevention 
Month. Human trafficking is the use of 
force, fraud or coercion to obtain some 
type of labor or commercial sex act. 
Human trafficking is a worldwide epidemic 
and every year millions of men, women 
and children are trafficked. Trafficking 
happens in every and all communities; 
race, gender, age or nationality. Many 
traffickers target the most vulnerable 
populations including young girls and 
boys by using violence, manipulation, false 
promises of well-paying jobs and romantic 
relationships. Did you know the average 
age of young girls being sold is 12 and they 
are sold more than 15 times a day for an 
average of seven years?

To prevent and understand trafficking in 
children we must look out for the red flags 
that are important in identifying victims 

Children of the River Child Advocacy Center

and traffickers. The key to the prevention 
of child sex trafficking lies in preemptive 
care and support, fostering relationships 
and a community that protects its 
youth from encountering such traumas. 
Traffickers prey on vulnerability such as 
children experiencing housing instability, 
those who have a lack of acceptance of 
their gender identity or sexual orientation, 
drug misuse experienced at home, 
domestic violence, sexual abuse and many 
other factors.

Here are some key indicators of child sex 
trafficking that can save a child’s life:
• Does the person appear disconnected 

from family, friends or community 
organizations?

• Has a child stopped attending school?
• Has the person had a sudden or 

dramatic change in behavior?
• Is a juvenile engaged in commercial sex 

acts?
• Is the person disoriented or confused, 

or showing signs of mental or physical 
abuse?

• Does the person have bruises in various 
stages of healing?

• Is the person fearful, timid, submissive or 
lying about age?

• Does the person show signs of having 
been denied food, water, sleep or 
medical care?

• Is the person dating older, abusive or 
controlling men?

• Does the person appear to be coached 
on what to say?

• Is the person living in unsuitable 
conditions, homeless or a runaway?

• Does the person lack personal 
possessions and appear not to have a 
stable living situation?

• Does the person have freedom of 
movement? Can the person freely leave 
where they live?

Not all the above indicators mean a child 
is being trafficked, but if you feel that a 
child is being abused, trafficked or sexually 
abused, please call 1-866-END-HARM (1-866-
363-4276), the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline is 1-888-373-7888, and to report 
suspected human trafficking to federal law 
enforcement call 1-866-347-2423.
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CHILDREN OF THE RIVER ADVOCACY CENTER

Children of the River Child Advocacy Center
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PUYALLUP TRIBAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

New texting feature a 
success for PTHA patients
Puyallup Tribal Health Authority is excited 
to announce that we have added another 
way for patients to communicate with 

PTHA breaks ground for 
new office building
On Dec. 4, PTHA held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new office building. 
This expansion of Kwawachee will help 
us meet the growing demand for care by 
providing more space for patients and 
enabling us the possibility to explore new 
healthcare offerings.

Staff members gathered on the chilly 
morning for a special time to reflect 
and honor the land and the people that 
made it possible for us to be here. The 
ceremony included a blessing by Connie 
McCloud, a performance by the Heritage 
Division featuring drumming and dance, 
and inspiring words from PTHA Executive 
Director David Tonemah. Puyallup Tribal 
Council Members shared their personal 
memories of PTHA, expressing gratitude 
for the staff, Tribal Members and ancestors, 
as well as their vision for the future.

After the groundbreaking, guests enjoyed 
a reception in the Spirit House, where a 
slideshow showcasing PTHA’s history was 
paired alongside artist renderings of the 
upcoming addition.

We are deeply grateful for the progress 
we’ve made and look forward to the future!

staff. You can now text 253-593-0238. The 
text line is available to send a message 
24/7 and staff will respond during normal 
business hours.  

Patients have already been successful with 
texting to schedule an appointment or 
verify when their upcoming appointment 
is, to provide feedback, to get an update or 
information on a referral, to get information 
about a medical claim and more.  

If you have a change of address, or it’s time 
for your annual update, you can now do 
your update via the text messages. Send 
a text message to 253-593-0238. You can 
attach pictures of your documentation 
right to the text message.  

Watch for even more features coming 
soon!

If you’ve already saved PTHA as a contact 
using the 253-593-0232 number, feel free 
to add this new 253-593-0238 number. 
That way, you’ll know when PTHA is 
reaching out and you’ll easily remember 
how to contact them.

Don’t prefer texting? You can still call 253-
593-0232, or, for some departments, send 
an email. The texting feature is added to 
the existing communication methods for 
your convenience.  
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOB TITLE: DISPATCHER
Department: TERO
Closes: When Filled
Performs duties such as client services and 
internal and external communications. 
Dispatches qualified TERO clients to job sites. 
Assists the director with compliance tasks. 
Explains the TERO Ordinance, policies and 
procedures to contractors, clients and other 
programs/entities. 

JOB TITLE: SCIENTIFIC TECHNICIAN II
Department: Fisheries
Closes: Jan. 6, 2025
Work under direction of the Puyallup Tribal 
Fisheries staff to monitor juvenile salmon 
using rotary screw traps on the Puyallup and 
White Rivers.

JOB TITLE: ASSOCIATE JUDGE
Department: Tribal Court
Closes: When Filled
Serve as a judge for the Puyallup Tribal Court 
and the Children’s Court. The judge must 
preside over cases with a servant’s heart, 
applying Puyallup Tribal Codes to cases, while 
recognizing Puyallup customs and traditions 
in decision making. The term of the Associate 
Judge shall be three (3) years from the date 
of appointment by the Tribal Council. A judge 
may be reappointed at the expiration of a term 
at the discretion of the Tribal Council.

JOB TITLE: FACILITIES MANAGER
Department: Managed Properties
Closes: When Filled
Ensure all Administration buildings are 
safe, secure and functional. Responsible for 
various facility capital improvements, project 
management, repair and maintenance and 
service contracts. 

JOB TITLE: COURT CLERK LEVEL II
Department: Tribal Court
Closes: When Filled
Provides clerical support and records 
management for operation of the Tribal Court, 
and support services for the Chief Court Clerk, 
Court Administrator, Chief Judge, Associate 
Judges and Pro Tempore Judges. 

JOB TITLE: BIRTH-TO-SIX PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Department: Birth to Six
Closes: When Filled
Oversee program operations and planning of 
program activities.

JOB TITLE: TRANSPORTER
Department: Elders Services
Closes: When Filled
Drive a Medi-van equipped to provide non-
emergency transport of mobility-impaired 
Puyallup Elders by accommodating wheelchairs, 
walkers and/or other durable medical devices 
(DME) to health-related appointments and 
treatments. Provide transportation for activities 
via 15-passenger vans or similar for Puyallup 
Elders in a safe and timely manner.

JOB TITLE: RN - COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSE
Department: Elders Services
Closes: When Filled
Responsible to assist with planning, organizing, 

developing and directing the day-to-day 
operations in the Elders community department. 
The employee is responsible for assessments, 
care coordination, advocacy, telephone triage, 
development of care plans and related duties. 
Responsible to provide nursing care for Elders as 
approved by supervisor. This position will share 
after hours on-call services.

JOB TITLE: SHELTER HOUSE ATTENDANT
Department: Community Domestic Violence 
Advocacy Program (CDVAP)
Closes: When Filled
Provide security, care giving, emotional 
support, transportation, craft making, some 
cooking and light housekeeping for residents 
at the Domestic Violence Shelter. 

JOB TITLE: LEAD TEACHER
Department: GELC
Closes: When Filled
Plans and executes an early care education 
program in accordance with the center's 
educational goals and philosophy to positively 
guide children's behavior, and development 
and to create a safe, healthy and culturally 
appropriate learning environment for young 
children. Creates and plans developmentally 
appropriate learning experiences in the areas of 
cognitive, gross and fine motor, social and self-
help, emotional and communication skills. Staff 
deals with a vulnerable population. Many of the 
children come from at-risk families. Many show 
symptoms associated with various systematic 
and pre-existing symptoms. Staff will receive 
specialized training with handling and care for 
these children with early indications.

JOB TITLE: ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR/
PRESENTING OFFICER
Department: Prosecutor’s Office
Closes: When Filled
Responsible for planning, organizing and 
directing assigned activities of the Prosecutor’s 
Office and serves as the Assistant Prosecutor/
Presenting Officer for the Tribe.

JOB TITLE: GUARDIAN AD LITEM
Department: Tribal Court
Closes: When Filled
Represents the best interests of the person for 
whom the GAL is appointed (client). An officer 
of the court; must maintain independence, 
conduct him/herself professionally, avoid 
conflicts of interest and maintain ethical 
standards, treat all parties with respect, 
become informed about the case, timely 
inform the court of relevant information, limit 
duties to those ordered by the court, inform 
individuals about his/her role in the case, 
maintain the parties’ privacy, perform duties in 
a timely manner, maintain documentation and 
keep accurate records.

JOB TITLE: SECURITY OFFICER – ON CALL
Department: Public Safety
Closes: When Filled
Responsible for protection and security of 
the Puyallup Tribal buildings and property. 
Reports all incidents in writing to the assistant 
director and any criminal activity to both the 
assistant director and the Puyallup Tribal 
Police Department.

JOB TITLE: ELDERS LICENSED PRACTICAL 
NURSE (LPN) 
Department: Elders Care Services
Closes: When Filled
Salary: $33.21/hr. + Benefits; eligible for 
increase to $34.37/hr. after 90 days
The Puyallup Tribe is currently seeking an LPN 
for the beautiful 20-bed House of Respect 
Residences assisted living facility. Works under 
the direction of the Executive Director and 
the Director of Nursing. Participates in the 
planning, implementation and evaluation of 
nursing care within the objectives, standards 
and policies of the department, and within 
the parameters of his/her scope of practice 
for Elders residing in the House of Respect. 
Cooperates with the members of the nursing 
and healthcare team.

JOB TITLE: ELDERS CNA 
Department: House of Respect Residences/
Elders Wellness Center
Closes: When Filled 
Salary: CNA - $24.55/hr. + Benefits; eligible 
for increase to $25.41/hr. after 90 days
Provides personal care, in-home meal 
preparation, light housekeeping and assistance 
with ADLs and vital signs to the Tribal Elders in 
The Residence assisted living or in the home. 
Must be fully vaccinated for COVID-19. 

JOB TITLE: CARE STAFF COORDINATOR
Department: Elders Services
Closes: When Filled
Ensures adequate staffing levels to provide 
excellent personal care of the Elders residing 
in The Residence assisted living community, 
as well as in their own personal homes. 
Provides scheduling, oversight and assistance 
for Elder CNAs.

JOB TITLE: ACCOUNTING INTERN
Closes: When Filled 
The Tribal Administration HR Department is 
looking for Puyallup Tribal Members interested 
in taking part in a paid Internship Program 
in the Accounting Department working with 
DAP Services, Inc. Duties will be dependent 
upon previous work experience and level of 
schooling received. This is a part-time, 10-29 
hours per week program, and will be flexible to 
adjust for class schedules and study needs.

EMERGENCY HIRE - PUYALLUP TRIBAL 
MEMBERS
Closes: Open Continuously 
Apply if you would like to be considered for 
emergency hire openings. Emergency hires 
are positions that need to be filled temporarily 
on an expedited basis. When an emergency 
hire becomes available, a list of candidates 
who meet the education and experience 
requirements for the position will be sent to 
the hiring manager for consideration. You will 
be contacted if selected.

WORK FORCE DEVELOPMENT 240 HOURS - 
PUYALLUP TRIBAL MEMBERS
Closes: Open Continuously 
This program provides 240 hours of full-time/
part-time employment to Puyallup Tribal 
Members paid at the recognized minimum 
wage. During this time, members develop job 
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CEDAR WELLNESS CENTER JOBS

VIEW CURRENT OPENINGS ONLINE AT: https://
cw.bamboohr.com/careers

WOVEN SEAFOOD AND CHOPHOUSE

VIEW CURRENT OPENINGS ONLINE AT: 
https://jobs.dayforcehcm.com/en-US/chi/
CANDIDATEPORTAL?searchText=woven

PORT OF TACOMA

VIEW CURRENT OPENINGS ONLINE 
AT: https://www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/portoftacoma/jobs/3934605/
project-manager-i-engineering/
apply?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs

Maria West, Director
Maria.West@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253.381.0787

Harmony Roebuck, Assistant Director
Harmony.Roebuck@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253.722.6641

skills and employment history to help improve 
their eligibility for permanent full-time jobs 
within the Tribe or other Tribal entities. A WFD 
Case Manager will contact you after you apply.

PUYALLUP TRIBAL ENTERPRISES (PTE) JOBS

SUBMIT APPLICATION ONLINE AT: https://
apply.jobappnetwork.com/puyallup-tribal-
enterprises/en

• Cashier/Sales Associate 
• Car Wash Associate 
• Lead Maintenance Technician
• Project Engineer – Estimator
• Customer Service Manager
• Gate Clerk
• Depot Equipment Operator
• Maintenance & Repair Administrator
• QA Food Safety Manager

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOW TO APPLY

Apply online at https://usr58.
dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/
en-US/ptoiad or visit the Puyallup 
Tribe’s website at www.puyalluptribe-
nsn.gov/ and select “Employment” at 
the top of the page.

If you have any questions about 
the online application, please 
call 253-573-7863 or email jobs@
puyalluptribe-nsn.gov.

ADULT SERVICES

1423 E 29th St, Suite 336, Tacoma, WA 98404
AdultProtectiveServices@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov | 253-382-6380

Amanda Manley, Social Worker
Amanda.L.Manley@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253.225-5271

Awilda Cuevas Hughes, Social Worker
Awilda.I.CuevasHughes@PuyallupTribe-nsn.gov  

253-320-5667

Laura Ducolon, Social Worker
Laura.Ducolon3@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253.302.1021

Melina Mizell, Case Aide/Transporter
Melina.Mizell2@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov

253.573.5545

Legrand Jones, Vulnerable Adult/Presenting 
Officer

Legrand.Jones@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov
253.382.6382
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CHIEF LESCHI SCHOOLS

Veterans Day
In November, we had the privilege of 
honoring Chief Leschi and Puyallup 
Tribe Veterans. Our heartfelt thanks go 
out to our secondary culinary students 
for preparing and serving lunch, and 
to all students who contributed to this 
assembly. We also extend deep gratitude 
to our culture team for facilitating the 
school-wide assembly and educating us 
on the invaluable contributions of Native 
Americans in historical conflicts. Their 
unique skills in language, tracking and 

Flags
Throughout November, we had the 
honor of raising the Snoqualmie Tribe, 
Yakama Nation and Umatilla flags in our 
gymnasium. These flags are now among 
70-plus other flags from Tribes nationwide 
that our students or staff have represented 
here at Chief Leschi Schools.

Excerpt from the book “Flags of the Native 
Peoples of the United States”.

Balloons over 
broadway
Our first graders brought “Balloons 
Over Broadway” to life with their own 
balloon parade! 

A fun and festive way to celebrate their 
reading journey! 

Fall sports 
celebration
Congratulations to all our fall athletes on an 
amazing season! In November, our fall sports 

teams celebrated their season at the fall 
sports banquet where coaches presented 
them with team awards. GO WARRIORS! Fall 
sports at Chief Leschi include football, cheer, 
volleyball and cross country. Please visit 
our athletics webpage to view our current 
season athletics schedules. 

“What caused this explosion of flag 
creativity? Why would a primarily 
European concept be adopted by Native 
Americans, who have long relied on 
art, dress, and symbols to distinguish 
themselves from one another and from 
the foreign cultures around them?

There are two leading answers, both 
recent and both powerfully relevant: The 
1975 U.S. Indian Self-Determination Act 
and Education Assistance Act, which 
established the level of independence 
of federally recognized Indian nations, 

spurred the creation of that quintessential 
symbol of a people’s sovereignty — the 
national flag.”

As of Oct. 31, 1997, there are 558 federally 
recognized Native Tribes and Nations in the 
United States, including 227 in Alaska. These 
communities represent a large number of 
potential new flags — a tantalizing prospect 
for the North American Vexillological 
Association (NAVA), an organization 
dedicated to the study of flags.

terrain knowledge made them vital assets 
in military operations. 

To all who have served, we raise our hands 
in respect. Thank you for your dedication 
and bravery. Each veteran was honored 
with a gift of a hat and beaded necklaces 
as a token of our appreciation. 
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Puyallup Tribal community 
comes together to help 
unhoused locals 
By Shaun Scott, Puyallup Tribal News

Many individuals in need throughout the 
Tacoma region garnered assistance on Dec. 
7 at the annual Helping the Homeless event 
at the former Puyallup Tribal Administration 
Building on Portland Avenue. 

The event, which kicked off at 10 a.m. on a 
rainy Saturday morning, saw hundreds of 
people pick up sleeping bags, tarps, tents, 
gloves, hats, coats, scarves, shoes, non-
perishable food and other clothing and 
hygiene items.

In addition, hot dogs and hot coffee 
were made available as fire pits and 
portable heaters were provided to provide 
warmth and comfort to every person in 
attendance as they enjoyed their hot meal 
and warm beverage. 

This was the second consecutive year 
the event was held since 2019 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Puyallup Tribal Council 
Vice Chairwoman Sylvia Miller, who has 
organized the event for more than 15 years, 
was in constant motion throughout the 
entire day, interacting with volunteers and 
unhoused individuals in the community. 

“We have all been in a hard spot at some 
time and it’s really important that we 
don’t forget where we came from and 
we don’t forget there is other people that 
are having a hard time. To see all of these 
people volunteering, it warms the heart and 
makes you feel really good about humanity, 
caring and compassion,” Miller said. “The 
Puyallup Tribe has been so generous to do 
this every year. We have so many volunteers 
and so many people that care about our 
community. It is really heartwarming.”

Many volunteers brought their children 
along to lend a helping hand, as well. 
Seeing generations working together 
to help those who need it the most is 
something Miller loves to witness. The 
seed of compassion and gratitude has 
undoubtedly been planted. 

“What is really good is to see all these 
youngsters out here, all these young kids 
who are helping,” Miller said. 

Tribal Council Member James Rideout 
expressed empathy and concern for 
unhoused people in the region. 

“First and foremost, I don’t like people 
being in this position (homeless). People 
are suffering. It’s nice to be able to give 
to them at a very difficult time, the 
wintertime. When it’s cold and wet, giving 
them some warmth from us is a beautiful 
thing,” Rideout said. “To be able to be 
where we are at as a Tribe today to give 
back and contribute for a temporary fix for 
a long-term problem is a good feeling.” 

Tribal Council Lead Secretary Angel 
Robertiello has worked alongside Miller 
since the beginning (15 years ago) to 
do everything in her power to help 
unhoused people throughout the area. It 
is something that is near and dear to her 
heart and is always on her mind. Her daily 
commute to work won’t let her forget it. 

“I drive to work every day and I go under 
the bridges to get here. I see all of these 
people of different ages, races and sizes, 
and this is the one thing I know I can 
help with all the time,” Robertiello said. 
“It makes me feel good to see all of these 
different generations here helping. My 
daughter and my grandkids are on their 
way to come help. This is what we do at 
the Puyallup Tribe. We teach our kids the 
art of giving to people.” 

Tribal Council Member Monica Miller 
displayed her well-known smile 
throughout the duration of the day. Having 
this occur every December on a yearly 
basis means everything to her. 

“It is amazing and means a lot. It is 
heartwarming to give these people 
clothing, sleeping bags, tarps and tents. 
They are having a hard life out there being 
homeless. Any way we can help keep them 
warm, safe and clothed, is all of my heart 
right there,” she said. 

The Helping the Homeless gathering 
wouldn’t be possible without the 
efforts of the Tribe’s hardworking event 
management team. Community Event 
Coordinator Chester Earl and Event 
Assistant Charlene Delacruz were part of a 
group who helped set up the night before 
and two hours before the event kicked off. 
Hardworking staff members set up tents, 
tables, chairs, heaters, firepits and filled up 
giveaway backpacks as well. 

“Knowing the work and the sweat equity 
you are putting in is going to help a lot 
of individuals who really need it and give 
them a helping hand up is a good feeling. 
I was raised to always give a hand up to 
individuals,” Earl said.

Delacruz loved seeing the community 
come together to share their love and 
respect for those in need. 

“We want them to know that we care and 
that we’re here,” Delacruz said. 

Photos by Shaun Scott
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Giving Hope Gala raises 
$676,000 in second year
By Hailey Palmer, Puyallup Tribal News

The Giving Hope Gala returned for its 
second year Saturday, Dec. 14, at the 
Emerald Queen Casino Event Center in 
Tacoma, bringing in a total of $676,000 to 
benefit the Salish Cancer Center’s Patient 
Financial Assistance Fund, eclipsing last 
year’s total of $532,000.

The event was held to raise money for 
patients of the Salish Cancer Center, the first 
Tribe-owned facility of its kind in the United 
States when it opened in 2015, serving both 
Native and non-Native patients alike.

It has provided the community with access 
to prompt, state-of-the-art, up-to-date cancer 
treatment which includes chemotherapy, 
targeted therapy, immunotherapy and also 
naturopathic medicine, acupuncture and 
traditional Native healer services.

The $676,000 raised from the event will 
help ease the financial burden associated 
with cancer treatment for patients and 
families of the Salish Cancer Center.

Headed by Puyallup Tribal Councilwoman 
Monica Miller, the fundraiser’s highlights 
included auctions, music, Puyallup Tribal 
culture, fine dining and inspiring stories.

“The 2024 Giving Hope Gala is really 
exciting. Last year was our first year doing 
it, and we barely knew what we were 
doing, but we did good,” Miller said. “This 
year, we knew a little bit more with what 
we were doing. It’s a lot of work to put this 
together, and it’s amazing. All the work we 
did was worth it for these patients – giving 
them all this love and support is amazing.”

The Puyallup Tribe established Salish Cancer 
Center in April 2015 with the vision to provide 
integrative cancer care to all cancer patients 
in the community. The assistance fund exists 
to relieve some of the financial burden of 
patients who find themselves in distress due 
to the costs of treatment.

The event center of the casino was set up 
for the black-tie affair with elegant lighting, 
table settings and displays throughout.

An ice sculpture at the appetizer table 
as large as a person caught the eyes of 
everyone as soon as they walked into the 
room. Created by Emerald Queen Casino 
Food and Beverage Director James Chan, 
the artwork featured a pink ribbon and 
EQC logo. Sugar sculptures were also an 
eye-catcher for attendees.

Chan was one of many people Miller wanted 
to recognize for their help in making sure 
the gala was a resounding success.

“All the gifts, donations and everything 
where everybody came together, I want 
to thank them from the bottom of my 
heart because this means a lot – it means 
they care about people with cancer,” Miller 
said. “I want to thank all the sponsors, the 
volunteers that helped. I want to thank 
Mary Byrne and Sally Glover – they were 
a big help, they’re from the South Sound 
CARE Foundation. Everyone that set the 
tables and centerpieces I want to thank – 
Vernetta Miller, Judy LeGarde and Linda 
Dillon – they did amazing work. They made 
all of these from scratch. Everyone that 
participated, everyone that sponsored, 
everyone that donated, I want to say thank 
you very much from the Puyallup Tribe 
and Puyallup Tribal Council.”

Councilwoman Miller also wanted 
to thank auctioneer Jeff Randle, Jeff 
McVicker, the Daffodilians for selling YETI 
tumblers, Chester Earl and the Tribe’s 
Events Department staff, Emerald Queen 
Casino CEO Yale Rowe and all of the 
EQC staff, Jason Wrolson, the Culture 
Department’s drummers and dancers, the 
Tribe’s Communications Department and 
Michelle Bonds for taking photos, Heritage 
Division Manager Connie McCloud for 
sharing the opening prayer and all elected 
officials and politicians who took time to 
attend the event.

“This event was phenomenal and it 
couldn’t have been that way without all of 
you. Thank you so much,” Miller said.

The Culture Department performed 
traditional songs and dances for the room 
before McCloud shared an opening prayer 
before dinner was served.

“There are stories that our people lived in 
abundance and lived well,” McCloud said. 
“We continue to work with our people to 
be healthy and to be well. Tonight, you’re 
supporting the wellness of our people.”

While the room was buzzing as soon as 
guests began to arrive during the silent 
auction, the live auction brought out the 
best energy in everyone.

Live auction items included suites at 
Seattle Seahawks, Kraken and Sounders 
games, a pair of snowboards with gear, 
2026 FIFA World Cup tickets, trips to 
Canada on Kenmore Air flights, a trip for 
10 to Walla Walla by private jet for wine 
tastings, and an exclusive dinner for eight 
at Woven Seafood & Chophouse prepared 
by chef Roy Yamaguchi himself.

All seven members of Puyallup Tribal Council 
briefly took the stage with Chairman Bill 
Sterud sharing remarks with the room.

“We’re treating patients, taking care of 
patients, taking care of adults and Elders, 
it’s really an exciting time for us to see you 
guys here, and I’m hoping you feel good 
in your heart because you should,” Sterud 
said. “You’re making a difference. There’s a 
lot of people that need a little help. We all 
know people with cancer and we all want 
to help them. This is one way for you to help 
them. This money will go to those patients 
who can’t pay, and there’s a lot of them.”

Time was also taken to recognize Byrne, 
who emceed the event and helped 
plan behind the scenes for the second 
consecutive year.

Salish Cancer Center Medical Director 
Stanlee Lu shared his experiences with 
patients at the cancer center and the impact 
the money raised would have on them.
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“The major barrier to cancer care is cost. That 
continues to be a major problem,” he said. 
“So much research has been done that has 
resulted in major breakthroughs that allow 
us to have these wonderful treatments, 
but I ask, what good are these treatments 
for if not everybody can access it? It is not 
uncommon for me to have patients walk 
away from potentially life-saving treatment 
because they simply cannot afford it. That is 
devastating. … I’m asking each and every one 
of you here tonight to join me and help me. 
Let’s give these patients a fighting chance – 
let’s give them hope.”

Following Dr. Lu’s remarks, a video was 
shown featuring patients and patients’ 
family members talking about the care 
they or their loved ones received at Salish 
Cancer Center and how the Patient 
Financial Assistance Fund helped them.

One of the inspiring moments of the 
evening was the “Fund a Need” portion of 
the event, where guests weren’t bidding 
on lavish experiences or hot-ticket items, 
but donating directly to the cause.

Live music closed out the event as 
attendees took the dance floor in 
celebration of supporting the Salish Cancer 
Center’s Patient Financial Assistance Fund. 

Save the date for next year’s gala: Dec. 13, 2025.

Photos by Hailey Palmer and Hillary Cagey
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Underwriting sponsor Presenting sponsor

Thank you, sponsors

Chinook/King Salmon sponsor Sockeye/Red Salmon sponsor

Cutthroat Salmon sponsor

Chum Salmon sponsor

Pink Salmon sponsor

Paul & 
Media Davis

Annette Bryan

Tammy Beauchamp 

 A special thank-you to all the 
volunteers, donors and sponsors!

Without you this event would 
not be possible.
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Toxic piling removal 
underway at remnants of 
Dickman Lumber Mill
Cleanup part of long process to restore long-
abused waters of Commencement Bay

By Corvo Rohwer, Puyallup Tribal News

The Washington State Department 
of Natural Resources has begun the 
undertaking of removing pilings 
at Dickman Mill Park. Located on 
Commencement Bay, the derelict structure 
has been polluting the area for years as 
removal projects were stunted by a lack 
of funding, which was finally remedied 
through legislation in 2023. While much 
of the structure is gone, what remains are 
wooden pillars known as pilings. The pilings 
are harmful to the local ecosystem.

“They’re coated in a wood treatment to 
prevent decay called creosote, which is 
a mix of chemicals that’s pretty toxic,” 
said Washington DNR Communications 
Consultant Zoe Love. “It harms the water and 
can leech into the air on hot days, as well.”

Dickman Mill closed in 1977 and burned 
down in 1979, destroying most of the site 
– except for the toxic pilings, which have 
continued to harm salmonids, eelgrass 
and kelp.

Community leaders and representatives 
from DNR gathered near the park on Nov. 
26 to discuss the cleanup and observe the 
piling removal. As cranes and boat crews 
plucked the mill pilings from the shoreline 
of the Ruston Way waterfront, Puyallup 
Tribal Council Chairman Bill Sterud shared 
his perspective on why this project was 
important to the water and the Tribe.

“It’s exciting for us any time we can take 
something out of the water that is killing 
fish. This has been killing fish. … When I 
see one of these logs being pulled out, the 
creosote, the pollution, it makes my heart 
soar. It makes me feel really good. I’m glad 
that this is taking place,” Sterud said.

Commencement Bay has a history of 
environmental abuse from industries 
along the shoreline, with the harmful 
effects of facilities like the Asarco Smelter 
still being felt today. Heavy metals like 
arsenic and lead from the now demolished 
smelter stack are still being removed from 
the surrounding soil, while both fish and 
aquatic plant life suffer from the remnants 
of toxic slag in the sediment that had been 
dumped into the water years ago. Cleanup 

projects such as this one are important to 
restoring the area, and help take steps to 
put an end to the pollution of the past near 
and on the Puyallup Reservation.

“We have lost over 60% of our kelp and 
eelgrass beds in the entire Puget Sound, 
and over 90% in the South Sound where we 
stand today,” said DNR Commissioner of 
Public Lands Hilary Franz. “We have a huge 
responsibility of restoring this habitat, our 
kelp and eelgrass for our salmon not just 
to survive, but to thrive. It starts by taking 
action on facilities like this.”

The section of shoreline that once housed 
the mill has long been an area of public 
development, with beach restoration 
projects and the intertidal estuary 
established in 2001, along with public art 
elements installed years later in 2021. Metro 
Parks Tacoma Chief Planning Officer Marty 
Stump said the piling removal project is 
another step forward to returning the area 
and ecosystem back to a healthy place.

“While the shoreline form here in the 19th 
and 20th centuries conveyed purpose, 
industry and progress, today, we see 
our waterfront through the lens of 
environmental stewardship and restoration, 

drawing upon the wisdom of Indigenous 
peoples who have known the Salish Sea as 
home for millennia,” Stump said.

The removal of the pilings will not only 
impact aquatic organisms, but migratory 
birds like the purple martin, as well. In 
partnership with Point Defiance Zoo & 
Aquarium, Northwest Trek Wildlife Park 
and Communities for a Healthy Bay, the 
DNR will work to reinstall bird houses and 
gourds along the tidal estuary before the 
martins return next spring. 

“I want abundance in wildlife, in salmon 
habitat. … Cleaning up this mill site is a great 
first step toward that vision of abundance 
for all of us,” said Rep. Dan Bronoske.

The DNR estimates the pilings at the 
Dickman Mill site will take about two 
weeks to be fully removed, while more 
removal projects will continue into 2025 as 
they continue to tackle what they call the 
“filthy four.” Dickman Mill is just one of the 
four, with the other three targets being 
the Triton-America Pier in Anacortes, the 
former High Tides Seafood Pier in Neah 
Bay and Ray’s Boathouse Pier in Ballard.

Photos by Corvo Rohwer
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Puyallup Tribal 
Health Authority 
breaks ground on new 
administration building 
By Shaun Scott, Puyallup Tribal News 

More than 100 individuals ignored frigid 
temperatures hovering in the mid-30s 
for an unforgettable celebration on the 
Puyallup Reservation.

The Puyallup Tribal Health Authority 
officially broke ground on a brand-new 
building on Dec. 4. Puyallup Tribal Council 
Chairman Bill Sterud, Vice Chairwoman 
Sylvia Miller, Councilwoman Annette 
Bryan, Councilman James Rideout, 
Councilwoman Anna Bean, Councilwoman 
Monica Miller and Councilman Fred Dillon 
were in attendance, shoveling the first 
pieces of dirt to ceremoniously break 
ground on a facility slated to be completed 
by November/December 2025. 

Heritage Division Manager Connie 
McCloud gave the blessing in front of 
an inspired crowd and drummers and 
dancers performed for the festivities. 

PTHA Executive Director David Tonemah 
was beaming with pride throughout 
the entirety of the event. Tonemah said 
the new administration building will be 
a four-story, 27,000-square-foot facility 
when finished. It will be adjacent to the 
Kwawachee Counseling Center and across 
the street from the Takopid Health Center. 

“It will house 60 to 70 non-patient facing 
staff members which will include billing, 
coding, administration, finance, human 
resources and information technology. 
We want to use the vacant space (freed 
up by the new administration building) to 
expand services and increase access to care,” 
Tonemah said. “I’m very excited and proud of 
the people that were involved in this process. 
It happened relatively quickly, at least in my 
opinion. I’m glad we had the support of the 
Tribal Council to make this happen.”

Alan Shelton worked for the Tribe as a 
doctor from 1984 through 2022. Although 
he hung up his stethoscope two years 
ago, he remains firmly entrenched in 
the community. He echoed Tonemah’s 
sentiment with regard to the expansion 
providing more opportunities for care.

“I’m not a clinician anymore. I stopped 
seeing patients two years ago but I’m still 
involved with administrative projects,” 

Shelton said. “What this expansion means 
is there will be more space for clinical work, 
for patient care and behavioral health in 
the medical building.” 

Shelton knows he made the right decision 
nearly four decades ago to work as a 
doctor for the Puyallup Tribe. 

“It has been awesome. Somehow it was 
where I was meant to be. I felt a connection 
early on with this Tribe and with these 
people,” Shelton said while motioning 
toward a packed Spirit House. “I felt at 
home and part of the community. That is 
worth more than salary or anything else 
when you feel connected to the people.”

PTHA Technical Support Analyst Robert 
Gaschk, who was one of the individuals 
tasked with setting up microphones and 
the sound system before the event began, 
was glad to see everything click on all 
cylinders from start to finish. 

“One of my old bosses back when I worked 
for an AV (audio and visual equipment) 
company used to say, ‘You’re only as 
good as your last show,’” Gaschk said. “If 
something goes wrong, people notice it. 
Today went off super well. It’s a wonderful 
celebration for what the Tribe has done. You 
want to showcase that and you want it to 
go off flawlessly. That is what it’s all about.” 

Tonemah said the exact location where the 
new building will be constructed resulted 
in the recent removal of prominent cedar 
trees from the site. 

“We recognize that cedar trees have a 
significance to the Puyallup Tribal people. 
We wanted to make sure that we cut them 
down in a good way. We had a blessing for 
the trees and we donated the trees to the 
Heritage Division,” Tonemah said. “Parts of 
the trees were also harvested for medicinal 
purposes providing patients with our 
traditional medicine.”

Here is an excerpt from what each 
Tribal Council Member said when 
they addressed the crowd and PTHA 
employees at the ceremony. 

Chairman Bill Sterud
“I was a patient when we had a modular 
up here. … I’m in a modular back 40 years 
ago and people were getting healed then, 
people are getting healed now from this 
great clinic. I’m so proud of this clinic. 
… You are the healers, you take care of 
people, you take care of health and I want 
to thank each and every one of you. We’re 
expanding, we’re growing and we’re 
getting bigger. All of that is good.” 

Vice Chairwoman Sylvia Miller 
“It is amazing to have people with such 
quality, people who care and that’s you 
guys. … It warms my heart. It really makes 
me happy to see that we have come and 
grown so far. Each and every one of you 
should be very proud to be an employee 
here. I feel that you guys do so much 
for everybody. It’s important that our 
healthcare be taken care of first no matter 
what way it is and you guys do that. … 
Thank you so much to each and every one 
of you. We appreciate you more than you 
ever know. Hands up to each and every 
one of you. We love you so much.” 

Annette Bryan 
“The thing I remember about this space 
specifically, is the sweat lodge. … For years 
I sweat here, prayed here and healed here. 
Many, many people healed on this spot 
right here where our ancestors are. I just 
want to thank our ancestors and thank all 
of our spiritual leaders and spiritual guides 
for all of the work that was done here. … 
I want to thank each one of you staff for 
being here. … I want to thank you guys 
for putting your heart and soul into the 
community. … The health and wellness of 
our people is at a critical need right now, 
and I’m really grateful to be part of a Tribal 
Council that is making that a high priority.”
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James Rideout
“Being on Tribal Council, we have been 
tasked with the responsibility to move 
the Tribe forward and make decisions 
that are based upon the future. …  I (saw) 
something in David (Tonemah) that I 
know he is going to advocate for us. He 
is going to find the financial means that 
are necessary to move the Tribe forward 
in the direction that we need to go. … I’m 
thankful today and I’m thinking about my 
mom. My mom only got 43 years here, and 
it’s a blessing she gets to watch me from 
over there. I’m going to have a story for her 
in my after-life. … I’m thankful to the Tribe 
and each and every one of you for all that 
you do in supporting us to support you.” 

Anna Bean 
“I’m excited along with Dave (Tonemah) 
in talking about the expansion of services 
that will happen in house. We’ll have less 
people being referred out over time, which 
is a beautiful thing to able to have people 
come into one place and handle it all in one 
space. … Thank you each and every one of 
you for your participation and work in each 
one of these departments. … Sometimes 
you might feel alone in the work that you 
do, but I promise you that you are not and 
we very much greatly appreciate every 
single thing that each one of you do. … You 
think about all of the people who have been 
part of building the PTHA to the level that it 
is. It is absolutely exciting to stand here and 
be witness to it all.” 

Monica Miller 
“We have gone a long way, what I am 
getting at is all of you guys, you employees, 
made this happen. Without you guys, it 
wasn’t just Council, it’s the past Council, 
it’s everyone that put this together. This 
Tribe has grown so much. We started 
with 500 Tribal Members back in the 70s. 
We are now at 6,000 Tribal Members. 

Our employees and our business entities 
have grown and grown… This new admin 
addition is for you guys because you are 
growing and growing. I want to thank you 
very much for taking care of our people, 
our Tribe and our community everywhere. 
Thank you so much.” 

Fred Dillon
“Thanks to each and every one of you from 
the oldest people who have been working 
here the longest to the newest one. This 
is part of you guys and this is part of your 
history right here. … This means a lot to 
me. I reflect on a lot of our loved ones that 
have passed on that don’t get to benefit 
from what we enjoy today. It’s all one 
family here, we’re the Puyallup Tribe, the 
Puyallup Tribal community. I just raise my 
hand to each and every one of you guys to 
remember where we come from. … This is 
the Puyallup Tribe, the homelands of the 
Puyallup Tribe. Thank you.” 

Photos by Shaun Scott
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Angelina Dillon 
(Human Resources 
Assistant)
“Probably taking 
care of my mental 
health a little bit 
better. This year 
(2024) hasn’t been 
the best. That’s one 
thing on my list. I 
have already set 

up things with Kwawachee (Counseling 
Center), which is another entity of ours 
(Puyallup Tribe) to start counseling.”

Roselynn Johnson 
(Security Officer) 
“I want to work 
on myself and get 
healthy.”

COMMUNITY NEWS

New Year’s Resolutions, 
a staple of society
By Shaun Scott, Puyallup Tribal News

New chapters and new beginnings 
give individuals a rare opportunity to 
reinvent themselves. 

When the clock strikes midnight on New 
Year’s Eve, millions of people across the 
nation officially commit themselves to their 
individually defined New Year’s resolutions. 

The undeniable truth is each person 
possesses different goals and aspirations 
with regard to the birth of a new year that 
will occur Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025. 

On a recent stroll through the Tribe’s 
new administration building, a 
multitude of employees shared their 
New Year’s resolutions for 2025 with the 
Communications Department.

Photos by Shaun Scott

Maile Baker 
(Mailroom Clerk)
“I want to continue 
learning my culture 
and continue going 
to events. I want to 
follow my dreams 
and make them 
come true.” 

James Mudd 
(GIS Department 
Director)
“My New Year’s 
resolution is to 
get our (Puyallup 
Tribe) aerial drone 
program off the 
ground.”

Amber Holland 
(Crisis Assistance 
Program Office 
Assistant)
“My New Year’s 
resolution is to 
invite peace and 
harmony into me 
and my family’s life.”

Salmon Saturdays 
at Swan Creek
By Corvo Rohwer, Puyallup Tribal News

The Puyallup Tribe Fisheries Department 
joined Metro Parks Tacoma at Swan Creek 
on Dec. 7 and 14 to celebrate salmon 
and share their knowledge with the 
community during Salmon Saturdays.

Children and their families were able to 
get hands-on experience with salmon 
as Fisheries staff walked through how 
scales are measured and explained the 
life cycle of the fish. Being able to educate 
the community firsthand on salmon is 
something that holds value to Puyallup 
Tribe Field Biologist Julian Close.

"Applied knowledge is really what got me 
involved, so paying it forward by getting 
the youth involved to be stewards of the 
resource and to be exposed at such an 
early stage of their life is a great way to 
have a future,” Close said.

Photos by Corvo Rohwer
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Pierce County Council 
displays Puyallup Tribal 
flag during November
By Hailey Palmer, Puyallup Tribal News

In honor of Native American Heritage 
Month, Pierce County Council voted in 
November to display the Puyallup Tribal 
flag in its chambers.

Puyallup Tribal Councilwoman Annette 
Bryan pointed out to County Council 
Member Marty Campbell that they were 
not flying one locally.

Following up on that request from 
Councilwoman Bryan, Campbell brought 
the motion forward at a Rules and 
Operations Committee meeting on Nov. 4.

“I bring forward this motion to display 
that flag since we are on, traditionally, 
Puyallup Tribal land here. My hope is that, 
like proclamations in the past, this is the 
start, and over the next year we can have 
a robust discussion on what we have 
permanently affixed to our chambers 
to honor our relationship with all the 
Indigenous people that live on lands of 
Pierce County, or have treaty rights to 
Pierce County,” he said. “We know those 
conversations take time, but this is a 
step forward that the Puyallup Tribal 
Councilmember asked for. I’ve heard 
from the Puyallup Tribe and they’re good 
to go with it. I bring this motion today in 
hopes of forwarding the conversation on 
our Tribal relations.”

Bryan accepted a proclamation from 
Pierce County Council in late October 
declaring November as Native American 
and Alaskan Native Heritage month. 
Puyallup Tribal Members Michael Sisson 
and Bettina Gese also gave testimony.

It was there Bryan mentioned to the Pierce 
County Councilmembers they did not have 
a Puyallup Tribal flag in the room.

“The Tacoma City Council put our flag in 
their chambers a few years ago and that 
was really significant,” Bryan said. “When 
Pierce County (Council) invited us to accept 
the November proclamation, I thanked 
them for acknowledging they were on Tribal 
land and that they are right in the heart of 
our old village sites. I said I appreciated the 
partnership and that the only thing missing 
in their council chambers is a flag of the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians.”

It wasn’t long after that Pierce County 
Council made the move to display the flag.

“In my mind, it was very significant,” 
Bryan said. “They’re finally doing the land 
acknowledgement and willing to hang 
our flag, the flag of a sovereign nation of 
the land they’re on – the land they’re on is 
Puyallup Tribal land.”

Pierce County Council Member Ryan Mello 
touched on the importance of recognizing 
they meet on Puyallup land, and mentioned 
further discussion to honor all Tribes 
throughout Pierce County in the future.

“The intent here is to really acknowledge 
where these chambers and the county’s 
seat is here on the traditional homelands 
of the Puyallup Tribe,” Mello said. “If we can 
expedite displaying the Puyallup Nation’s 
flag here because of where the county’s 

seat is and where our council chambers 
reside. … I understand this council very 
much wants to continue thoughtful and 
collaborative discussions with — especially 
Federally recognized Tribes — here in 
Pierce County for future inclusion.”

It was later approved during the meeting 
to add a discussion of a permanent 
display recognizing the Puyallup Tribe and 
other Pierce County Tribes to the County 
Council’s work plan for 2025.

“We’ve had such a hard relationship with 
our local jurisdictions over the decades I’ve 
been here, and I know my ancestors, Elders 
and past Tribal leaders have had a really 
hard time,” Bryan said. “We’ve worked 
really hard in the last decade to strengthen 
those relationships. The fact they’re finally 
acknowledging us helps validate the work 
we’re doing to be seen as the government. 
We’re more than that. We are a sovereign 
nation and they’re finally starting to 
recognize that. Unfortunately, it took a lot 
of financial wealth. … It’s unfortunate that 
now we’re seen as credible because we 
have such a large economic impact in our 
community, but however we got here, with 
all the work that’s been done and all the 
ground work that’s been laid, I’m grateful 
that we’re here.”

Councilwoman Annette Bryan, along with Puyallup Tribal Members Michael Sisson and Bettina Gese, with Pierce County Council 
accepting a proclamation declaring November as Native American Heritage Month. County Council brought a motion forward to display 
the Puyallup Tribal flag in its chambers shortly after.
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Wellness Powwow returns 
for second consecutive year  
By Shaun Scott, Puyallup Tribal News

The sound of thunderous drums could be 
heard caroming off gymnasium walls and 
the sight of dancers in Indigenous regalia 
brought the Tribal community together for 
a memorable experience at the Puyallup 
Tribal Wellness Powwow/Holiday Bazaar on 
Nov. 23 at Chief Leschi Schools.

It was the second consecutive year the 
Wellness Powwow took place since its 
three-year hiatus during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Councilwoman Annette Bryan 
performed the opening prayer, helped 
with royalty and participated in the Grand 
Entry ceremony. 

A bevy of Tribes from Washington, Arizona, 
Montana, Idaho and Oregon congregated 
on the Puyallup Reservation to celebrate 
Indigenous culture and compete for prizes 
in drum and dance competitions. Grand 
Entry began at 1 p.m. and again at 6 p.m. 

A sizable feast including salmon, chicken, 
corn, mashed potatoes, dinner rolls and 
vegetables was unveiled in the cafeteria 
during the dinner break at 5 p.m. The 
Holiday Bazaar, which included close to 
50 vendors, occurred in the hallway of 
the main gymnasium and in the auxiliary 
gymnasium adjacent to the cafeteria.  

Tribal Council Member Anna Bean was also 
present at the event, which featured close 
to 500 individuals in attendance. Powwow 
Chair Norma EagleSpeaker, committee 
member Laricia Garcia and staff members 
from the Puyallup Tribal Health Authority 
hosted the festivities. 

Puyallup Tribal Member Naiyeli Cruz-Garcia 
and Chief Leschi Schools senior, who will 
attend the University of Washington next 
year, was named the Wellness Queen during 
the royalty portion of the extravaganza. 
She plans on majoring in Native American 
studies and education at UW. 

“It was a goal of mine for this year. I’m 
happy to be given the opportunity to run 
for it,” Cruz-Garcia said. “I’m really excited 
for this year and what this year has to 
come. Culture means a lot to me. It is 
probably one of the reasons why I am so 
invested in this community today.”

Ann Wagner was grinning from ear to ear 
throughout the duration of the Wellness 
Powwow, soaking in the unity and 
camaraderie evident amongst families 
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and generations in attendance. Wagner 
has worked at the Puyallup Tribal Health 
Authority for the past 26 years in the 
dental clinic.  

“Seeing our young children and young 
adults expressing their heritage and their 
expressiveness of how happy they are to 
be here; it is just really good medicine. It 
brings a smile to my face,” Wagner said.

Dancers captivated the audience in their 
regalia including jingles, tassels and feathers, 
performing and competing in a myriad 
of different categories. Laricia Garcia has 
been part of the Puyallup Tribal Powwow 
Committee since 2003 and expressed how 
being fully immersed in these types of 
events touches her emotionally.

“Being around all of the different Tribes is 
like home for me. I have learned so much 
from Norma (EagleSpeaker) and all of my 
other friends on the committee. I just feel 
at home,” Garcia explained. 

With Veterans Day occurring just 12 days 
prior to the Wellness Powwow, veterans 
present made their way to the floor 
and were recognized for their sacrifice 
and bravery. Each veteran had the 
opportunity to speak briefly on the mic. 
Puyallup Tribal Veterans Representative 
Michael Sisson, who served in the United 
States Army from 1973 to 1980, shared his 
thoughts on the recognition. 

“It is great to be recognized as a veteran. 
Being recognized as a veteran helps 
recognize all veterans who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice and those who have 
passed on,” Sisson said. 

Sisson fondly reflected on powwows of 
yesteryear while basking in the positive 
vibes and feelings of being amongst his 
people on the land he grew up on. 

“The Puyallup’s back in the day, when 
we were first on the river, used to gather 
together to help each other and have 
powwows like this,” Sisson said. “We would 
dry our meats all together and get ready for 
the winter. It is great to see that continuing.”

2023 Wellness Sapa winner Jose Landrie, 
who works in the Marketing Department of 
the Emerald Queen Casino, performed for 
the final time in his 60-year dancing career. 

“Today, I’m stepping down and retiring the 
attire,” Landrie said.

Landrie loved seeing the younger 
generations partaking in the 
Wellness Powwow. 

“I think it’s very important to pass on this 
tradition to the youth,” he said. “We got to 
teach our young ones so they will continue 
with our culture into the future.”

Puyallup Tribe Human Resources 
Representatives Mary LongKnife and 
Angelina Dillon were front and center 
outside the main gymnasium with a booth 
at the Holiday Bazaar, answering questions 
from the general public about employment 
opportunities available with the Tribe. 

“I really like coming here. Seeing all of the 
people and seeing how happy everyone is 
to be involved in such an awesome event is 
great,” LongKnife said. “Being able to show 
people what we’re doing in HR, we’re trying 
to help people get jobs. It is just really fun.”

Royalty Contest Winners:

Wellness Kiya: Della Morrison (Muckleshoot)

Wellness Queen: Naiyeli Cruz-Garcia (Puyallup)

Wellness Junior Warrior: Aysa Big Lake (Crow)

Wellness Princess: Charline Big Lake (Puyallup)

Photos by Hillary Cagey and Shaun Scott



Puyallup Tribal News          January 2025  35

COMMUNITY NEWS



36  January 2025           Puyallup Tribal News

COMMUNITY NEWS

Unexpected discovery in 
Hylebos Creek surprises 
biologists on WSDOT’s SR 
167 completion project
FIFE – “At first glance, I thought it was 
an extremely small coho and very early 
for spawning. Then, I wondered if we’d 
have a big enough cooler.” That’s how fish 
biologist Hannah Carter described the first 
moments of seeing an unexpected fish in 
Hylebos Creek just west of Interstate 5 near 
the Fife curve. 

Carter was the directing fish biologist 
for the Washington State Department of 
Transportation’s project to complete state 
Route 167. Last summer, Carter and other 
biologists were wading through a portion 
of Hylebos Creek, capturing fish to relocate 
them before other workers began restoring 
the creek. Normally, they’d expect to 
encounter coho, trout, sculpin and lamprey. 
But in July 2024, they came face-to-fin 
with sockeye salmon. Historically, sockeye 
salmon aren’t normally found in Hylebos 
Creek. But the team found two live and one 
deceased sockeye.

Of the two live sockeye, one was about 
18.7 inches long and the other about 15.7 
inches. After capturing them, the crew 
carefully placed them into their largest 

coolers, measured and photographed 
them in less than two minutes to minimize 
handling and stress. Then the fish were 
quickly transported farther upstream 
so they could continue their spawning 
journey. Although Hylebos Creek is not 
their natural habitat, it’s possible their 
offspring could survive. 
 
How the sockeye made their way into 
Hylebos Creek is something of a mystery, 
but Carter has some theories. In 2024, 
there was a record sockeye run on the 
Columbia River, and a larger than normal 
run on the Baker River in 2024. These 
sockeye may be associated with the large 
number of sockeye attempting to return to 
their spawning grounds.

“I think they got lost and came into Hylebos,” 
said Carter. “They got confused and strayed 
away from wherever they were going.” 

In addition, the water quality and habitat 
of Hylebos Creek has changed since 
WSDOT began its vast 150-acre wetland 
and creek restoration program as part 
of the state Route 167 project. Anyone 
traveling through the area can see the 
transformation all around the Fife curve. 
Fields once used for farming and industry 
are returning to their original state of 
wetlands. New, more natural channels 
have been dug and bridges have been 
built for Hylebos Creek and the Surprise 
Lake Tributary so they no longer run in 
irrigation ditches or through culverts 
that blocked fish. These areas are already 
beginning to teem with life. In this past 
year, biologists have seen hundreds of 
juvenile fish in natural nursery areas. 

When restoration work began on Hylebos 
in 2023, crews found mattresses, beds, 
metal, and even a bumper car dumped 
into the creek. Carter described it as one of 
the most degraded creeks she’d ever seen. 
Now, the creek has better water quality 
and flow. Logs and other woody materials 
have been added to create shade, habitat 
and resting areas. Native plant species also 
make the area more inviting.   

So, while the sockeye salmon may have 
been unexpected, their arrival speaks to 
the improvements occurring that makes 
the creek more attractive to fish and other 
wildlife. The restoration of the entire area is 
expected to be complete by 2029. 

Biologists measure a sockeye found in Hylebos Creek.

New Surprise Lake Tributary channels between I-5, 70th Avenue 
East and 20th Street East. 

Future 54th Avenue/state Route 167 roundabout interchange

New Surprise Lake 
Tributary bridge and 
20th Street East bypass 
On the heels of discovering sockeye salmon 
in Hylebos Creek, WSDOT contractor crews 
completed significant stream restoration 
work between I-5, 70th Ave. East and 20th 
Street East. By fall 2024, crews revitalized 
lower Surprise Lake Tributary, building over 
6,000 linear feet of stream channel between 

I-5 and 20th Street. Through the winter, 
crews will install over 100,000 native plants 
in the same area. 

Over the next two years, the team will 
continue to build Surprise Lake Tributary 
stream channel connections east of 
20th Street. To do this work without 
significantly affecting traffic, crews built a 
temporary bypass on 20th Street around 
a worksite for a new bridge. This bridge 
will allow crews to create future Surprise 
Lake Tributary channels underneath the 
roadway. Drivers can expect to return to 
their original travel lanes by spring 2025 
when bridge work is complete and the 
worksite and bypass are removed.     

54th Ave. East traffic shift  
WSDOT is building a new roundabout 
interchange at 54th Ave. East that will 
eventually provide local access to the 
future state Route 167 Expressway. 
Construction crews will build the new 
interchange in two phases, beginning with 
the southbound half of the roundabout. 

To do this work safely and efficiently, all 
active travel lanes on 54th Ave. East between 

4th and 7th Street East have shifted to the 
east, creating space for the roundabout 
work zone. Shifting traffic allows WSDOT to 
complete its work while maintaining travel 
on this heavily used roadway. 

Drivers that use 54th Ave. East can 
expect the shift to remain in place 
through late summer 2025. Following 
this work, lanes will shift west while 
crews finish the second and final portion 
of the roundabout interchange. Learn 
more about roundabout traffic benefits 
through the following factsheet link: bit.ly/
SR167ProjectRoundabouts.

WSDOT UPDATES
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Draft EIS comment period begins!
We invite you to review and comment on the Tacoma Dome Link Extension 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

Scan QR code to review and comment now
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Puyallup Tribe of Indians 2024-2025 Enrollment Meeting schedule
Deadline for documentation to be received.    Meeting Date

January 3, 2025          January 8, 2025

February 7, 2025         February 12, 2025

March 7, 2025         March 12, 2025

If you have any questions please feel free to email Enrollment@puyalluptribe-nsn.gov or call 253-573-7849

Created by Enrollment office staff & meeting dates may be subject to change
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FIND THE PUYALLUP TRIBE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

https://www.facebook.com/
PuyallupTribeOfIndians/

https://twitter.com/Puyallup_Tribe http://www.youtube.com/c/
PuyallupTribeofIndians

https://www.instagram.com/
puyalluptribeofindians/?hl=en
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